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Our Mission is to increase the public’s awareness of
aviation through the flight of historical aircraft,
while supporting our local children’s hospital.

Update on the Hurricane Harvey Rescue Effort
The Museum of Flight wasted no time helping victims of Hurricane Harvey. Our members braved
treacherous roads, collected donations, and brought needed medical supplies to those that needed them the
most. In total the museum brought 6 box trucks to people in need, and directly completed, or help to complete
39 air missions in total. We were able to transport thousands of pounds of supplies including; food, water,
propane, blankets, and so much more. If you want a more detailed list of what the museum did, check out the
newsletter update, or take a look at the Museum of Flight Facebook page.
We are so grateful for all of our amazing donors and contributors that helped with our relief efforts. At
this point, we ask that supplies and donations be taken to organizations such as the Salvation Army and the
Red Cross, who have larger and more numerous ground vehicles, as the majority of roads are now open.
However, we are still seeking donations to cover the costs of transportation that we amassed. If you haven’t
already donated, we ask that you please consider doing so. Click here to donate!
Again, thank you so much to all donors, you are the reason why we were able to help those in need!

Those displaced from their homes seek shelter
in the stadium.

Heath Stevison works the graveyard shift, he
unloads the truck and gets ready for air ops for the
next day.
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The Silent Hero
The unsung hero of our effort in Texas is our newly
purchased box truck. Thanks to our dedicated and diligent
members for making the trek out to evaluate a 2006, 26
foot GMC 6500. Our knowledgeable team decided that the
box truck was good to go. Not even a week later the latest
member of our fleet was used to carry everything from
water and canned food to propane and pet food to help
those in Texas affected by Hurricane Harvey. Our box truck
made the impossible possible. With its help, we were able
to ship all of the generous and plentiful donations from our
local area here in Tennessee and Georgia to Texas.

Devan, Daniel, and Shawn enjoy a well-deserved
breakfast.
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Happenings at the Museum
Cody Snow, artist extraordinaire applies decals 751.

Kangaroo Court sure was hopping!
Members were offered the chance to
sample three beers, including; Hooyah IPA
Ale, Blonde Bomber Golden Blonde Ale,
and Freedom Rode American Amber
Lager. The company was proudly started
by disabled veterans, and now it only
employs veterans,.10% of their net profits
go toward veterans’ charities. Please
support this wonderful company next
time you feel like a cold one!
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The C45 painting party went smoothly, and left us with great
results. Thank you to everyone that came out to make this lady
sparkle. A big thank you, is especially dedicated to Jorge Veridas
with GAD aviation.

Thank you Eric Shaffer and Jason Beaver! They unhooked the
Howitzer from the Deuce, so Mr. Shaffer can work on the Deuce
brakes. Thank you Gentlemen!

A congratulations is due to Gerad Reister! He is
the newest T-28 Alpha pilot. We look forward to
working with him more.
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Several members were brought up on charges, sentenced with their call signs. Doug Woodruff was the judge,
Peter O’Hare was prosecuting attorney, and David Ball played the part of defense attorney. Brought up on
charges were Shelly “Teaser” Ambler, David “Doc” Ball, Jason “Tuggy” Beaver, Gil “Phantom” Espy, Mike
“Magic” Ambler, and Johhny “Sleepy” Shook. We sure hope they like their call signs, because they cannot
change them now.

Everyone came out to work on the Glasair till the wee hours of the
morning, to make sure it was looking good in honor of Dr.
Caldwell.

The museum was overtake by
the laughter of children during
a visit from the Floyd Summer
Camp campers. We couldn’t tell
if they were having more fun, or
if we were.
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Hands-On Programs for Grades K-7
At Your School Campus!
Bring the excitement of aviation or space to your school campus for an after-school
adventure in flight! Aerospace educators from the Museum of Flight visit your school one
afternoon per week to explore the science of flight with hands-on activities and aircraft
artifacts. Programs may vary in length from 5 to 10 weeks. Activities may include:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Model airplanes and helicopters
Biplanes and aerobatic gliders

The Wright Brothers and Wright Flyer
models
Flight planning and navigation
Air Traffic Control computer
simulations

Air resistance and parachutes
Water rockets

And much, much more!

Programs may be held in on-campus classrooms, multipurpose rooms, or lunch areas.
Registrations may be processed by the Museum of Flight, school, or third party (such as a
Parents Association).
Program fees start at $13.50/child per week for an
eight-week program. Pricing for shorter programs,
or programs at schools where a facility use fee
applies, will vary. Contact the Museum of Flight
423.228.2FLY or development@MOFTS.org, for
more information about bringing an After-School
Aviators program to your school this year!
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Hands-On Programs for Grades 3-7

At The Museum! Russell Regional Airport, Rome GA (RMG)
Live the excitement of aviation at the Museum of Flight for an after-school adventure. Daily
from 3:00PM to 6:00 PM Tuesday – Friday, aerospace educators from the Museum of Flight
will be available to explore the science of flight with hands-on activities and aircraft
artifacts. Programs may vary in length from 5 to 10 weeks. Activities may include:
•

Actual airplanes, helicopters, gliders

•

Flight planning and navigation

•
•
•
•
•
•

Touch Aviation History
Airport Operations
Flight Operations

Principles of Flight

Air resistance and parachutes
And much, much more!

Programs will be held in the Airport
“Community Room” and the Museum of
Flight Hangar. Registrations may be
processed by the Museum of Flight, school,
or third party (such as a Parents
Association).

Program fees start at $45/child weekly for an eightweek program. Pricing for shorter programs, or
programs at schools where a facility use fee applies, will
vary. Contact the Museum of Flight 423.228.2FLY or
development@MOFTS.org, for more information about
bringing an After-School Aviators program to your
school this year!
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Museum Spotlight: Dr. Daniel Serrato
Lifetime member, Dr. Daniel Serrato, is a familiar name in both
local and national aviation. For Gunny and Dr. Calwell’s interment
flyby’s Dr. Serrato loaned his aircraft and his pilot, Crash, who flew
the mission having come all the way from Tyndall AFB to honor our
fallen brethren. We are grateful to have this accomplished man in our
midst, this spotlight will shine a light on Dr. Serrato’s accomplished
past, and promising future. A local, he was born in Columbus, Georgia.
A man of superior intellect he loved school, he attended Woodward
Academy before eventually attending Mercer University and fulfilling
his lifelong dream of being a doctor, he completed medical school in
1984 at Ponce School of Medicine.
Dr. Serrato Joined the Navy, hoping to obtain an Orthopedic
Residency, but first, he started at NAS Pensacola as a Student Flight
Surgeon. He soloed in the T-34C and winged in June 1989. He served
as the Officer in Charge of the Branch Medical Clinic Detroit from July
of 1989 to June of 1993. While in the Navy, he caught the "flying bug"
and was able to get NATOPS qualified in the C-12 King Air. Flying was
more than a job for him; it became a passion, so he opted to get his
private pilot license before he got out of the Navy. Then, as a reservist
in the Navy, he was with VAW-77 an E-2C squadron and was able to
fly as a co-pilot.
At this time, the easy riding, Beech 35 V-tail, was used for
pleasure, while he used a T-28C for drill weekends at NAS
Atlanta. Later, he came across the Grumman C-1A COD that was
scheduled to be scrapped, but he rescued it from certain doom and
repurposed it for airshows. It was at an airshow where he met Pete
“Wheeler” O’Hare and decided to help our cause at the Museum of
Flight.
We here at the Museum of Flight, are not strangers to historic
aircraft. So we more than most can appreciate his T-28C,
BuNo138187, which is the first "C" ever made. She was used for
Carrier Suitability Trials in November 1954 on the USS Tarawa, then
at VT-5 where she was used for training, and her last duty station
was with VT-27 in Corpus Christi. She was finally retired in 1984,
after thirty years in the Navy. For the last fifteen years, she has been
showing at the Blue Angles Homecoming at NAS Pensacola, a living
piece of history for all to enjoy. We are lucky to know this man who
is wholeheartedly dedicated to aviation, and preserving its history.
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We Remember Both Dr. Caldwell and Gunny
So much could be said about the memorial held to honor Gunny and Dr. Caldwell. It
was an emotional tribute, remembering; their legacy, everything that they
accomplished, and those lives that they touched. There is nothing that encapsulates the
essence of the memorial like Chaplin Proy’s prayer for Dr. Caldwell and Gunny’s
interment flybys. So, instead of trying to rival or compete with such a profound
message, it will be used in place of a typical article;
Let us Pray;

LORD on a difficult day, bless my friends with strength and encouragement.
FATHER, we honor, remember and solute Ronny “Gunny” Cox and Dr. Gary Caldwelldistinguished veterans, one a fighter, one a healer, one wore stars and one followed the
stars. Heroes not just to a grateful nation, but hero to family and friends, and their
communities.

The interment flyby to
honor our fallen brothers

FATHER, it’s been said of flyers: “For each of us is created to die, but within me, I know
I was born to fly.”
LORD, we take comfort that our final flight is always into your everlasting arms.
The Prophet Issiah describes bother when he said: “. . . they will soar high on wings
like eagles.”

Isaiah 40:30-31 “30Though youths grow weary and tired. And vigorous young men
stumble badly. 31Yet those who wait for the LORD Will gain new strength; They will
mount up with wings like eagles. They will run and not get tired, They will walk and not
become weary.” –NASB
To these honored and loved brothers, life-long members of the museum family. I echo
a flyer’s prayer for a brother’s death, he is only flying under a new sky- “Take care my
friend watch your six and do one more roll for me.”
Now to these heroes flying to honor their comrades keep them safe protect their
planes and may your presence be the wind beneath their wings.
IN JESUS NAME.

-Chaplain Bob Proy
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A memorial dedicated to Gunny.
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LIFETIME MEMBERS
Jeanne & Tony Bass
Michaela Baswell
Voron Baughon
Garrett Bennett
Jim Beaver
Ernie Betancourt
Bob Brodie
Daniel Byrnes
Phil Cataldo
Dr. Donald Chamberlain
Nan Coddington
Dr. James Creel
Erich DeHart
Logan DeHart
Peyton Dehart
William Diaz
Charlie Dickens
Phil Gilliland
James Green
Jeffery Hatcher
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Thomas Henegar
James Henthorn
International Aviation Services
Dave Johnston
Larry Jarrett
Frank Kalinowski
Chris Keefe
David Lawson
Christine Lewis
Art Matthews
Dawn Miller
Spencer Morgan
Bjorn Nelson
Scott Murray
Pete & Susan O’Hare
Sonny Padayao
Greer Parramore
Dr. Dan Serrato
Don Shephard
Woodrow Smith
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Sol Snyder
Anthony Sommer
John Sullivan
Stratton Tingle
Jorge Verdias
Wayne Vick
Brent Wade
David Wallace
Kim Watkins
David Wells
Sanford White
Jody Whitmire
Judy Wilson
Ed Wood
Doug Woodruff
In Memory of:
Dr. Gary Caldwell
Ronnie Cox
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2017 SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

DATE
March 11th
March 24-26th
March 31-April 1st
April 8-9th
April 15th
May 27th
June 3rd
June 10th
June 17th
July 1st
July 3rd
July 4th
July 10th
September 23rd
September 30th
October 7-8
October 14
October 18
October 20-22nd

EVENT
Open House
Airshow
Airshow
Airshow
Open Hangar Gala
Flyby
Fly-in
Airshow
Fly-in
Fly-in
Flyby
Flyby
Stemco Corporate Event
Airshow
Airshow
Peachtree Dekalb Fly-In
Woof, Woof Car Show & Chili
Atlanta Speedway Airshow
Airshow

LOCATION
Rome Airport
Brunswick
DeFuniak Springs
Columbus
Rome Airport
Chattanooga FC
Madison County Open House
PDK Good Neighbor
Calhoun
Floyd County Wildlife Club
Pops on the River
Chattanooga FC
Museum hangar
Lafayette, GA
Crossville, TN
Peachtree Dekalb Airport
Rome, GA
Atlanta, GA
Rome Airport

STATUS
Complete
Complete
Complete
Complete
Complete
Complete
Complete
Complete
Complete
Complete
Complete
Complete
Complete

We need volunteers for the events in September – October. See the airshows and help the
museum with cockpit tours, museum tent launch and recovery crews and transporting
vehicles.
Please contact Pete O’Hare, event coordinator, if you can give a hand for any of these
events. Pete@hixsonflightmuseum.com.
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